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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, TU 

SUBJECT: MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 

SUMMARY: OUTCOME OF MUNICPAL ELECTIONS IN IZMIR 
CONSULAR DISTRICT WILL BE DETERMINED PRIMARILY BY 
LOCAL ISSUES AND PERSONALITIES OF CANDIDATES. WHILE 
PEOPLECONCERNED BY NATIONAL PROBLEMS, THIS CONCERN 
DOES NOT APPEAR TO INFLUENCE ATTITUDES TOWARD LOCAL 
CANDIDATES. MOST IMPORTANT RECURRENT SITUATION 
FOUND IN VARIOUS PROVINCES OF THIS CONSULAR DISTRICT 
IS DISARRAY OF LOCAL JP ORGANIZATION. THIS DISARRAY 



WILL PROBALY RESULT IN LOSS OF JP CONTROL OF 4 OR 5 
PROVINCIAL CAPITAL GOVERNMENTS IN DECEMBER 
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1. DURING LAST WEEK OF NOVEMBER POLOFF MADE BRIEF 
TRIP THROUGH AYDIN, DENIZLI, BURDUR, ISPARTA, AND 
ANTALYA PROVINCES IN ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY ANY PARTI- 
CULAR ISSUES AND SITUATIONS WHICH MIGHT INFLUENCE 
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OUTCOME OF DECEMBER MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. BASED 
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ON CONSERVATIONS DURING TRIP AND OTHER SOUNDINGS 
WE OFFER FOLLOWINGOBSERVATIONS. 

2. WHILE LOCAL POLITICAL SITUATION MAY HAVE PROFOUND 
EFFECT ON NATIONAL ELECTIONS, NATIONAL SITUATION 
HAS VERY LITTLE EFFECT ON LOCAL ELECTIONS. RESULTS 
OF OCTOBER GENERAL ELECTION HAVE GENERALLY BEEN 
INTERPRETED AS PERSONAL VICTORY FOR ECEVIT AND HIS 
MORE DYNAMIC CAMPAIGN AND A LOSS FOR DEMIREL AND HIS 
LACKLUSTER CAMPAIGN. WHILE WEBELIEVE THIS INTER- 
PRETATION GENERALLY TRUE, IN RETROSPECT IT APPEARS 
THAT RESULTS OF ELECTION IN SOUTHWESTERN TURKEY 
ALSO REFLECTED SITUATION IN WHICH WEAKENED LOCAL JP 



PAGE 3 RUQNBWQ0395 CONFIDENTIAL 
ORGANIZATIONS BESET BY INTERNAL CONFLICT WERE 
OPPOSED BY UNIFIED RPP AND NEWLY ORGANIZED AND 
COHERENT DP ORGANZIATION S . 

3. LOCAL ELECTIONS WILL PROBALY REFLECT THIS 
SITUATION EVEN MORE CLEARLY. CURRENTLY IN IZMIR 
CONSULAR DISTRICT / TEN PROVINCIAL CAPTIALS HAVE JP 
MAYORS. IN TWO PROVINCES THERE ARE INDEPENDENT 
MAYORS AND ONE OF THESE CONSIDERS HIMSELF TO BE JP. 

IN FOUR PROVINCES(DENIZLI, BURDUR, MANISA, AND 
BALIKESIR) JP ORGANIZATION DIVIDED AND INCUMBENT HAS 
EITHER CHOSEN NOT TO RUN OR HAS BEEN OUSTED IN PRE- 
ELECTION. IN ANTALYA STRONG INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE 
IN PERSON OF FORMER MILITARY GOVERNOR, STRONG DP 
CANDIDATE AND SCANDAL- WEAKENED INCUBMENT JP MAYOR 
WILL DIVIDE CONSERVATIVE VOTES, PERHAPS PRODUCING 
RPP MAYOR . JP MAYOR OF USAK WHO HAS SERVED FOR 18 
YEARS ALSO APPEARS TO BE IN TROUBLE. ONLY IN ISPARTA 
WHERE JP MAYOR RUNNING UNOPPOSED AND IN AFYON WHERE 
INDEPENDENT MAYOR VERY PROPULAR ARE INCUMBENTS 
ASSURED OF VICTORY. 
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4. IMPORTANT ISSUES IN THESE ELECTIONS ARE LOCAL 
PROBLEMS AND PERSONALITIES. WHILE PEOPLE ARE AWARE 
OF AND CONCERNED BY NATIONAL PROBLEMS, ESPECIALLY 
BY FAILURE TO FORM NEW GOVERNMENT, THERE DOES NOT 
APPEAR TO BE ANY INCLINATION TO INTERPRET NATIONAL 
ISSUES IN LOCAL TERMS. FOR THIS REASON OUTCOME OF 
MUNICIPALELECTIONS, WHILE POSSIBLY REFLECTIVE OF 
NATIONALPOLITICALSISTUATION, WILL NOT BE INFLUENCED 
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SIGNIFICANTLY BY THAT SITUATION. 
SMITH 
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